
Statutory Notice of Forthcoming Executive Key Decision under the 
provisions of Standing Order C21 

Published in Accordance with The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and 
Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012 (“the Regulations”) 

 

Title: Proposed Closure of Thomas Whitham Sixth Form 

Summary: On 16 January 2020, Cabinet agreed to a statutory notice being published 
to begin a representation period on the proposed closure of Thomas 
Whitham Sixth Form. A statutory proposal document was published in 
relation to the proposed closure of the school, with effect from 31 August 
2020. The representation period took place from 29 January to 3 March 
2020.   
 
As part of the statutory process, a decision must now be taken about the 
proposal and this will be done by Lancashire County Council, as the 
decision maker. If the authority does not make a decision within two 
months from the end of the representation period, the proposal and any 
representations about the proposal must be passed to the schools 
adjudicator for a decision. 
 
This is deemed to be a Key Decision and the provisions of Standing Order 
C21 have been complied with. 
 
This decision is urgent and cannot await the next meeting of Cabinet. The 
reason for this is that all formal meetings of the council, including Cabinet, 
have been cancelled for the foreseeable future and this decision has been 
deemed to be business critical by the relevant Executive Director. This 
decision is therefore being taken on behalf of Cabinet by the Leader of the 
Council  and the Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Schools 
in accordance with the provisions of Standing Order C16(1). 
 

Decision-Maker: Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Schools 
Leader of the County Council 

Expected Decision 
Date: 

Thursday, 09 April 2020 

  

Contact: Sarah Hirst Tel: 01772 531842 Sarah.Hirst@lancashire.gov.uk 

 
 

List of documents/ 
Background 
Papers Used: 

Report 
Appendix A 
Appendix B 
Appendix C 
Appendix D 
 

Where the above documents are open to public inspection, copies will be published on the 
Council’s website as soon as possible. 
 
Other documents relevant to these matters may be submitted to the decision-maker. Copies of 
public material will be published on the Council’s website as soon as they become available. 

 
 


